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Welcome to the Spring Leadership Academy Virtual
Meet the Teacher.

Click on the appropriate grade level to get started! 
Don’t forget to meet the Electives team as well! Links to teacher websites are included on their 

pages.
All teachers have a virtual office time of 4:10-4:45! Feel free to contact teachers using the 

email provided on their page.
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V. Doud Media 
Specialist

Back to Top

#


6TH GRADE 7TH GRADE

D. McDonald ELA

W. Robinson MATH

K. Bobga SCIENCE

S. Johnson SOCIAL STUDIES

A. Tschappat ELA

L. Ward ELA

B. Scott MATH

P. Tran MATH

O. Munoz SCIENCE

M. Laster SCIENCE

S. Worden SOCIAL 
STUDIES

C. Hardy SOCIAL 
STUDIES

Special Education
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P. Smith Co-Teacher

C. Lanaux Co-Teacher
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8TH GRADE ELECTIVES

C. Vesey ELA

M. Lopez MATH

C.Warren SCIENCE

C. Wagers SOCIAL 
STUDIES

L. Holbert ART

C. Reiss-Riley PIANO

A. Burton THEATER

M. Council CTE

L. Brown CTE

O. Brown CTE

R. Hamell LOTC

R. Simpson LOTC

R. Ford PE
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Dr. Banks has been with Spring ISD since 2013, first serving as 
assistant principal and most recently as the associate principal at 
Dr. Edward Roberson Middle School. We believe his years of 
experience at the specialty middle school, as well as his doctoral 
research on social justice and the racial discipline gap, have helped 
prepare him for his new leadership role.

Dr. Banks began his career in education in 2009 at the 
Contemporary Learning Center High School in Houston ISD. He 
later transitioned to Aldine ISD where he worked with the Career 
and Technical Education program at Aldine Middle School and was 
named Teacher of the Year in 2012-13.

He has a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Houston, a Master’s degree in Educational Leadership 
from the University of St. Thomas and his doctorate in K-12 
Professional Leadership from the University of Houston.

Dr. K. 
Banks
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kbanks@springisd.org

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1oVqSxVleVdogRwQ2rNBgvnvV-lzbh-zt/preview


An intellect connoisseur, empathetic educator, calculated risk taker 
and a purveyor of purpose, LaKeisha R. Smith has committed her life 
to ensuring that ALL children receive an education that will afford 
them the opportunities needed to be their best self on any given day 
at any given moment.

Born in Minneapolis, MN with deep roots in Louisiana, Ms. Smith is a 
two-time graduate of both Grambling State University as well as 
Prairie View A&M University where she has earned a total of four 
degrees.  As a lifelong learner in pursuit of her doctoral degree, 
LaKeisha continues to raise her level of expectation for herself and her 
scholars by being a visible and accessible example of what service, 
leadership and attitude are personified.

Entering her eighteenth year in Education, LaKeisha embraces the 
mindset “to whom much is given, much is required.”  Having served as 
a Teacher, Coach, Counselor and Assistant Principal in a neighboring 
school district, Ms. Smith currently serves as the Associate Principal of 
Spring Leadership Academy in Spring Independent School District. 

L.
Smith
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My name is Meagan Scott, and I am the Academic 
Advisor at Spring Leadership
Academy. This year marks my 12th year in education. 
I have taught all grade levels 4-8 and all subjects. 
Additionally, I have held various leadership roles 
including Accountability Specialist, Campus Testing 
Coordinator and Student Support Specialist. I pride 
myself on being solution oriented, and I truly believe 
there is no educational obstacle too large to 
overcome! 

If you have any questions regarding curriculum and 
instruction at SLA, please feel free to reach out to
me. 

M. 
Scott
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My name is Brandi Crochett.  I am the Campus 
Testing Coordinator for Spring Leadership 
Academy.  I have been an educator for 12 
years.  I have a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Technology and Supervision and a 
Master of Science degree in Leadership.  I am 
excited about this school year and look forward 
to working with our mighty Knights!

B. 
Crochett
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1D7v5-PzeVEFcH29LmFoIl-5AqT6277gV/preview


My name is Alfred Brown.  I 
am the campus' Digital 
Learning Coach.  This is the 
start of my 14th year in 
education.  I'm looking forward 
to seeing everyone and let's 
make it a great year!

A.
Brown
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tcnXw8Z0TS5cLF29lIf31Btr3-dLKpdT/preview


Welcome Scholars!!

My name is Ms. Hill. I am so excited 
about this school year. This is my 7th 
year in education and I have taught 
math 6 of those 7 years. I am so 
excited about being there to support 
you through your learning this year.

“There’s no such thing as mistakes in 
math! The only mistake is giving up.”

vhill1@springisd.org

V. Hill
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mailto:vhill1@springisd.org
https://docs.google.com/file/d/13g2Sgh06F1fZqBbQyqYM51DNX9uOf0kt/preview


Entering my 28th year of education, I feel so much 
gratitude for all of the students and teachers I have had 
the privilege of working with and look forward to a great 
year at SLA. My love for literature and writing shines 
through in all that I do. I’m the Instructional Specialist 
and I will be assisting teachers, the leadership team, and 
our scholars. 

 I grew up in North Dakota but moved to Houston 
the day after college graduation to begin my teaching 
career. I enjoy cooking big meals and inviting friends to 
my home for good music and game nights. I’m looking 
forward to traveling more in the future. My son is the 
most important person in my world and he loves books 
almost as much as his mom. 

jjohnsto@springisd.org

J.
Johnston
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Welcome!

I am originally from Laredo, Texas. I moved to San Marcos, 
Texas to go to Texas State University and stayed there until 
we moved to Houston in 2012. My husband is a 
Communication Studies Professor at Lone Star College. I have 
a 20 year old daughter in college and a 23 year old daughter 
who is a UT graduate and works at a non profit clinic. We 
share our home with 2 dogs and 3 cats.
https://sites.google.com/d/1N26TjOlzHofvCyrLzvn0cwt
Vt3ttf_d2/p/1ni4VXWQgr1W_11ROUHuroWF952hattB-
/edit

S.
Arriaga
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Hi scholars, my name is Ms. Whitney 
Hobbs and I will be your campus ESL 
coach. I will be assisting teachers and 
students in many ways, mainly in 
Social Studies classrooms! I love 
reading, writing, and shopping. I am 
a Spring ISD graduate of Westfield 
High School! I am so excited for this 
upcoming year with the Spring 
Leadership Academy Knights!

whobbs@springisd.org 

W. 
Hobbs
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My name is Valerie Doud and I am the Library Media 
Specialist here at Spring Leadership Academy.  My mission 
is to foster the joy of reading and create lifelong learners.

I earned my Bachelors of Science in Education from Sam 
Houston State University and my Masters of Library 
Science from Texas Woman’s University.  I have served in 
the field of education since 2004.  This will be my sixth 
year as a Librarian and my second year here at SLA.

In my spare time I like to read, listen to music and hang 
out with my cat, Chloe.

V.
Doud
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1eOejhe0oefsXs-vQ61ri4DWS-b79q-A1/preview


I've been teaching for years and have been in Special 
Education for the past 10 years.  I have a B.B.A. from 
Stephen F. Austin State University and a J.D. from South 
Texas College of Law. I believe in the power of education and 
that with the right tools and help, everyone can succeed.  

email: psmith@springisd.org

“Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a 
vessel.” 
― Socrates

P.
Smith
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/275648.Socrates
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-0z1hauy1WLVCiCFUP5X0T2-J5iONSMv/preview


I am a graduate of University of Phoenix, University of 

Houston-Downtown and most recently, Lamar University as 

Graduate Student in Counseling. My husband and I are proud 

parents of four beautiful children all graduates of Spring ISD 

schools. I believe all children are capable of learning, therefore, 

strong communication with parents are very necessary. I also 

believe teaching should be extended from the classroom to 

traveling, for this reason, I am Spring Leadership’s World Travelers 

Club Director. Working with children has been a passion of mine for 

over 20 years.

 I am looking forward to working with our special education 

students.

C.
Lanaux
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Hello, everyone! My name is Desna McDonald, 
and I am the 6th grade English Language Arts 
teacher at Spring Leadership Academy. I 
consider myself lucky because I get to teach my 
favorite subjects, Reading and Writing! However, 
I do not spend all my free time reading, I also 
watch tennis and train for marathons and half 
marathons and travel as much as time allows. I 
am excited to meet my incoming class and 
cannot wait to learn more about you! 

You can contact me at 
DMcDonal@springisd.org. My office hours are 
from 4:15 to 4:45 every weekday. 

D. 
MCDONALD
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Hello,

My name is Katheryne Bobga, I am the 6th grade Science 
teacher here at SLA! I am 30 years old and will be starting 
my third year teaching science. I am so excited to start 
another year with our scholars! I look forward to teaching 
our scholars and learning from our scholars as well! During 
these uncertain times, I remain confident in SLA’s ability to 
make a great and successful impact in our scholar’s 
educational journey. Thank you and “see” you soon!

K. 
BOBGA

Back to Top

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dBSK_K2HnZ7j4fU7z57qWVJTmsn_niz3/preview


I am originally from the Dallas area and decided 
to make Houston my home in the fall of 2014. 
Living in Houston brought me my amazing 
husband a few years ago. I attended Stephen F 
Austin State University for my bachelors and first 
masters, then attended Texas A&M University for 
my second masters that I received in 2019. Last 
year I taught in the state of Mississippi which 
brought me my amazing daughter earlier this 
year. I am entering my 8th year of education and 
am beyond excited to be an SLA Knight!

S.
JOHNSON
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ufj9oEaBTRbtBYNoZqDfSUfjbElJqXg7/preview


Hello, everyone! My name is Alissa Tschappat, and I 
teach 7th Grade English Language Arts at Spring 

Leadership Academy. This year will begin my ninth 
year of teaching and my thirteenth in the classroom. 

In my spare time, I love to play Dungeons and 
Dragons & Magic, assemble puzzles, play the 

keyboard, and spend time with my dog, Margot, a 14 
year old pit mix. I also spend a LOT of time reading! 

Since quarantine started, I've read more than 50 
books spanning all genres. I can't wait to read, write, 

and grow with all of you!

Feel free to contact me at atschapp@springisd.org. 
Office hours are from 4:15 - 4:45pm every weekday.

A.
TSCHAPPAT
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Hello Scholars, my name is LaKisha Ward and I will be 

teaching 7th grade English Language Arts. I have 3 years in 

education but this will be my 1st with Spring ISD. I enjoy 

reading, listening to music, spending time with my 2 

children and am a huge New Orleans Saint’s fan (Who Dat). 

I am a graduate of Sam Houston State University. I look 

forward to a great year with the Spring Leadership Academy 

Knights!

Email: lward1@springisd.org 

Phone:281-829-8509

virtual office hours are from 4:10-4:45 Mon-Fri

L.
WARD
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Greetings,

I am your scholar’s math teacher. It is a honor and privilege 

to have them as my students this year. Allow me to give you 

a little insight into who I am.  I have been teaching math for 8 

years, from grades  levels ranging from 6-9th grades. I 

graduated from Sam Houston State University with a 

bachelors in Interdisciplinary Studies and minor in 

Psychology.  I also received my Masters degree in 

Curriculum and Instruction from Sam Houston State 

University. I am a true double Bearkat!!!! I am continuing my 

education presently. I look forward to what the year will bring. 

If you have any questions or concerns feel free to reach out 

to me my conference period is first period from 10:15- 10:55 

a.m., my email address is bscott2@springisd.org

B. 
SCOTT
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P.
TRAN
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Hello! My name is Oscar Munoz, a 7th grade science teacher at the 

Spring Leadership Academy. This will be my second school year at 

SLA, and also my second school year teaching. I graduated from Sam 

Houston State University with a degree in Business Administration, a 

year after graduation I began the transition into becoming a teacher. 

During my free time I enjoy being a BIG time Houston sports fan. I also 

compete in local triathlons, playing video games, travel, and being 

active with my family. In addition, I coach USA club swimming part-time 

after school for a local swim team.  

O.
MUNOZ
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Dr. Laster is originally from Florida, where she was born and 
raised. She's a life-long learner who received her Doctor of 

Education in Leadership and Management from St. Thomas 
University. Her study explored the attitudes and perceptions of 

administrators, teachers, and African-American parents in 
middle school. She achieved a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Biology from Florida Memorial University and a Master of 
Education in Secondary Education from Grand Canyon 

University. This is my 19th year of teaching middle school 
science. I look forward to meeting you to explore engaging lessons 

related to life science. Besides being a classroom teacher, I also 
have experience as an Science Instructional Specialist, Science 

Coach, Department Chair, and Mentor Teacher. This year we will 
grow and lead together! Go Knights!

Email: mlaster@springisd.org

Dr. M.
LASTER
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Sarah Worden
University of Oklahoma BFA, 

MFA, MEd
From Katy, TX and Slidell, LA

S.
WORDEN
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My name is Chad Hardy. I was born in Baltimore, 
MD and raised in suburban Georgia. I first 
attended college at Georgia State University. After 
which I had an extensive and successful career in 
the banking and financial industry. Feeling 
unfulfilled by this career path, I reentered school 
and got a degree from University of 
Houston-Downtown in History and became a 
teacher. I am also a coach for the Houston 
Defenders Athletic Foundation. I am married and 
have one daughter, I am also raising my nephew.

C. 
HARDY

Back to Top
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Welcome to Spring Leadership Academy!! I 
am Ms. Vesey, your 8th grade English 
Language Arts Teacher.  I have served in 
education for 19 years and am starting my 5th 
year of teaching within the K-12 sector.  
I am a mother, educator, and entrepreneur. I 
also love to work in the community bettering 
the lives of others, helping them to live a 
successful life. 
I am really excited to meet you both virtually 
and in person this year.  Come ready for an 
exciting and phenomenal year of learning and 
fun!! 

C.
VESEY
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mlopez4@springisd.org

Office Hours 4:10-4:45

M.
Lopez
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Hello my name is Christopher Warren 8th Grade 
Science Teacher for Spring Leadership Academy. I 
am currently earning my Master's Degree in STEM 
Education from Southern New Hampshire 
University and I have my Bachelors in Education 
from the University of Houston Downtown. I enjoy 
working out, reading, watching movies (Marvel & 
Star Wars), cycling, and hanging out with my 
friends and family. My classroom is hands-on 
exploration of chemistry, physics, Earth and space, 
and life. #Good2Great

C.
WARREN
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Greeting scholars.  My name is Mrs. Wagers and I 
am a native Houstonian, although I just moved back 
from 3 years in Nacogdoches where I taught AP 
World and European histories.  I am super excited to 
begin my first year at SLA. I am married with four 
wonderful children ages 25, 22, 199, and 4.   In my 
spare time I work on my own genealogy. I love to 
run and am training to run the half marathon in 
2021.  I look forward to an awesome year with all of 
you!

C.
WAGERS
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● Graduated with highest honors from Richardson High School. (The year 
is a secret!!)

● Graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in All-Level Music Education in Vocal Music and Piano.  (With 
highest honors.) (Voted the most outstanding Student Teacher of 
Music.)

● Graduated from the University of Houston with highest honors in Piano 
Pedagogy and Performance.  (Awarded a full-time teaching 
fellowship.)

● Taught Class Piano at the University of Houston.
● Wrote and taught a graduate course in Piano Pedagogy at the 

University of Houston.
● I have served over many years a Public School Choral Director, 

Children’s Choral Director at Faith Lutheran Church in Bellaire, 
Preschool Music Specialist, and Private Piano Teacher, as well as a 
frequent judge in piano competitions, Master Class Presenter in Piano 
Pedagogy and Preschool Developmental Music.

● 2009 - Present:  Class Piano Instructor at Roberson Middle School, 
Spring Leadership Academy, and private piano instructor.

Contact email:  creiss@springisd.org

C.
REISS-RILEY
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acoulter@springind.org
Welcome to Theatre Arts (also known as 

DRAMA) I am very excited that we will have an 
opportunity to learn, create and perform, as well as 
participate in many instructional activities that will allow 
us to gain a better understanding of Theatre as a whole.    
I am certain that if we work together and maintain a 
positive attitude, we will have a successful experience in 
Theatre Arts!!
 Feel free to contact me at any time.

A.
BURTON
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M.
COUNCIL
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Welcome everyone. I am Latreasa Brown and I 
teach 6th grade CTE Business. Just a little bit 
about myself. I love to cook, I love to box, I love 
to read and I love to write. I am so delighted to 
have this opportunity to be a SLA Knight. It’s 
going to be a great year! Thank you.

L.
BROWN
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Hello Scholars, My name is Ms.Brown and I am 
your 7th-grade business teacher. This year I 
have the pleasure of teaching you Touch 
Systems Data Entry (keyboarding). I love dogs, 
roller skating, and learning graphic design. If 
you ever need to contact me please reach out 
via email or during my daily virtual office hours 
from 4:10 pm-4:45 pm. I can't wait to meet you 
all, Go Knights!
obrown1@springisd.org

O.
BROWN
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"TSgt Rho Hamell was born in Yuma, AZ, yet raised in 
St. Louis MO.  She has a bachelor's degree in Social 
Work and a Master's degree in Human Resources 
Management.  She is currently pursuing a doctorate 
degree in Curriculum & Education at the University of 
Houston.  

TSgt Hamell is a certified Master Math Teacher, with 
additional certifications in Physical Education and 
Special Education.  She previously taught in Aldine ISD 
and Klein ISD.  This is her second year in Spring ISD.

TSgt Hamell proudly served in the United States Marine 
Corps, Navy, and Air Force for nearly 20 years." 

R.
HAMELL
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My name is SSgt. Roy Simpson;  the newest L.O.T.C. 
Instructor and Spring Leadership Academy.  I have 
worked for Spring ISD for the past 10 years as a math 
teacher, math coach, and Development Specialist.  I 
am originally from The Bronx, New York, but have 
traveled the world as a veteran of the United States 
Air Force.  I hold a Bachelor’s Degree from 
Letourneau University, and a Master’s Degree from 
the University of St. Thomas.  I am a husband, father, 
and a grandfather, and I currently reside in the 
Spring area.  In my spare time I enjoy exercising, 
attending church, and fellowshipping with faithful 
friends.  

R.
SIMPSON
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● I’m a native Houstonian
● Enjoy working with Kids
● Bachelor's Degree in Criminal Justice and 

Psychology from the University of 
Houston/Downtown

● I spend my free time mentoring, building from 
scratch,  personal/sports training, fishing, hunting, 
and enjoying time with my family.

R.
FORD
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